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an assertion, it may fairly be inferred that, to nse Mr. Kennedy's words in regard to Poe's failure on the "Messenger," his nature was too "eccentric, irregular, and querulous " for him to hold the position ; furthermore, aa has become clear enough, his heart was not in the work: he had been chafing as restlessly in this position as when on " Burton's," and had continually sought other modes of support. Mr. Graham had engaged Griswold temporarily, and the " Saturday Evening Post," May 14, 1842, now announced that ho had become an associate editor of that paper and of " Graham's." In the magazine itself it was stated that his duties, aa Poo's successor, would begin with the July number. Unfortunately, Griswold was to inherit Poe's desk once more as a biographer, and therefore some closer notice must be taken of him.
Rufus Wilmot Griswold, when he was thus publicly announced as the new editor of " Graham's " hi May, 1842, was a young man of twenty-seven years, who had some time before left the Baptist ministry for the more attractive walks of literature. He had published both sermons and songs, and had served on several newspapers in Boston, New York, and Philadelphia; latterly he had been engaged in compiling his popular volume, " The Poets and Poetry of America,"—that Hie Jacet of American mediocrities of the first generation. An unsupported statement by Griswold respecting Poe is liable to suspicion, but there is no improbability in111.
